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B\.r Hosle Taylor

A FEW months ago it was just an ano
mous street of tatty shop fronts - a mish-
mash of broken signs, tasteless logos,
peeling paint and grubby brickwork.

But Leyton High Road, just round the cor-
ner from the Olympic Park, has undergone a
remarkable transformiation.

In place of the broken windows and garish
shopfronts is a parade more typical of Chelsea or
Notting Hill than the East End of London.

Each shop, restaurant or cafe has been
repainted using a sophisticated palette of deep
reds, pastel greens, purples and browns.

Shop names in charmless neon or plastic have
been replaced with hand-painted signs adorned

Just in time for the Games round the |

corner, shops get a new look that’s

more Notting Hill than EastEnders

with elegant calligraphy or old-fashioned metal
lettering. Even the local KFC has had its ugly
plastic fascia replaced with a sophisticated
dark red paint job, a smaller, subtler logo, and a
smart new awning.

As part of the makeover, many businesses have

had their frames, awnings, windows and doors
replaced. Most have also been fitted with inter-
nal shutters - sitting just within the windows
rather than outside them - so the shopfronts can
stsg lit up at night. The refurbishment was car-
ed out as part of a half-a-million-pound project
to spruce up businesses in the Leyton
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area before the Olympics.

It is being funded by a £475.000 grant
from the Government's Working Neigh-
bourhoods Fund as well as money from
Waltham Forest Council,

Last night shopkeepers expressed
t.hezr delight with the results. Panayiota

E) ou, who manages the Princess
evening wear and bridal boutique with
daughter Theodoula, said: ‘The street is
much nicer now.

‘People can window shop and trade
has picked up.

‘Having the shutter inside means peo-
ple can see in the window all the time,
which is like a 24/T advert for us.”

Bhamima Bung, owner of Blackwell's
newsagents, was also pleased with the
transformation.

‘The area’s definitely gone up market.
The high street looks a lot bett,er.._nn-w
it is a matter of kKee; E{ng it this way."

But Mrs Bung said she had been reluc-
tant to replace her shutters.

“The inside shutters look nice but I do
£0 home worrying if I'll still have a win-

‘A fantastic
opportunity’

dow in the morning,’ she admitted.
After all this is East London, not
Eensington.”

Leyton High Road wﬂl hust the Olym-
pic torch relay on July 2

Chris Robbins, leader or Waltham For-
est Council, said: *

‘This stretch of Leyton
is 8 gateway to the Games. It will be on
display to the world in July and we want
our streets, homes and businesses to do
us proud. This was a fantastic opportu-
nity to smarten up Leyton.'

And It is not just the shops which have
had a makeover.

The pavements have been cleaned, the
street signs replaced with modern ones
and the lamps given a contemporary

uj

g‘he walls of the flats above the shops,
which were a dmi; brown, have been jet-
washed back to their ong‘!naj sandy col-
our, with some painted in bright shades
to complement the shopfronts below.

Unslf.'hl,]:, satellite dishes have been
moved, and the mass of burglar alarms
and CCTV cameras on the walls above
each shop has been tidied u

Gordon Bennett, of Benne t Develop-
ers, one of four contractors on the
project said: ‘We have up to 22 men
working ten hours a day, including
weekends, to get the work finished in
time. The whole street looks cleaner’

SENIOR Olympics officials and agents
were accused yesterday of selling
thousands of premium tickets for the
Games on the black market.

Representatives of countries includ-
Ing Saudi Arabla, China, Serbla, Lithua-
nia, and Greece have been caught
tnrlng to trade the coveted tickets at
Inflated prices,

They had been allocated by the
Games’ organisers and were meant to
be sold at face value to the public In
thelr own countries.

But officials held back premium seats
Intended for thelr public - including
the 100m men’s finals and the opening
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ceremony - so they could sell them
for up to ten times the market price
abroad. Yesterday the International
Olympic Committee launched an
Investigation into how so many of the
national Olymplc committees became
Involved In corrupt ticket practices.

The Dally Mail has also learned that
two members of the 10C Itself are
being Investigated over the matter.,

A source at the 10C sald they were
‘serlously concerned’ about the
allegations and would now consider
a complete overhaul of the system,

The parade goes upmarket, thanks

Shamed, the forelgn oft 101als se]hng top tlckets on the black market

to bold colours and some new Iogos. The tatty array Df signs over tlle huslnesses has also gone

which allowed 204 participating nations
to assign their own ticketing agents,
almost unchecked.

An estimated 1.2mlilllon of the orlginal
&.8million London 2012 tickets were glven to
forelgn committees. National Olympic com-
mittees are banned from selling tickets to
customers from outside their country or to
anyone planning to resell them.

In addition, they must not sell them for
more than 20 per cent above face value.

Opening ceremony playlist "

Undercover reporters from the Sunday
Times discovered 15 corrupt ticket agents -
responsible for 54 countries - willing to
sell thousands of sought-after tickets at
huge mark-ups.

Yesterday Sir Menzles Campbell, the former
Liberal Democrat leader who Is on the Olym-
pic Board, told the BBC the ticket selling was
a ‘thorough disgrace’.

‘The sanctions [for offending countries]
should be not Just that the tickets get

cancelled for this Olymplc Games but that
tickets are not awarded on future occaslons,’
he sald. A source at the 10C admitted Its sys-
tem appeared to have ‘falled’ and would
have to be reviewed before the next Games.

The revelations will enrage thousands of
Olympics fans In the UK who have struggled
to buy any tickets.

Britain’s Olymplcs organiser Locog hasbeen
heavily criticised for the handling of Its ticket
sales, after its website and flawed ballot sys-
tem left many Britons empty-handed.

However, some foreign Olympics commit-
tees had been given far more tickets than
they could feaslbly sell. In April, it emerged
that tickets for sought-after events such as

..but they can’t fall to fall for the colourful reincarnation that’s under way

beach volleyball and basketball were still
avallable over-the-counter In Spanish shops
- but no one wanted them - while people
here scrabbled for tickets to see even the
little-known sports.

The 10C held an emergency meeting of lts
executive board on Friday and has asked lts
ethics commission to Investigate the claims
as a matter of urgency.

In ore case, Sunday Times staff, posing as
envoy? of a Middle Eastern ticket tout, were
offere 500 tickets by Serbla’s ticket agency
Big Blu. Fourism foi €80,000 In cash.

In anc.1er, a Lithuanlan seller, Baltic Clipper
admitted tickets hhad been withheld from
their own people-‘on purpose’.



